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PRESIDÊNCIA DA REPÚBLICA

Decreto do Presidente da República n.o 16/2005

de 3 de Março

O Presidente da República decreta, nos termos do arti-
go 135.o, alínea b), da Constituição, o seguinte:

É ratificada a Convenção sobre o Direito Relativo
à Utilização dos Cursos de Água Internacionais para
Fins Diversos dos de Navegação, adoptada pela Assem-
bleia Geral das Nações Unidas em 21 de Maio de 1997,
aprovada pela Resolução da Assembleia da República
n.o 9/2005, em 9 de Dezembro de 2004.

Assinado em 15 de Fevereiro de 2005.

Publique-se.

O Presidente da República, JORGE SAMPAIO.

Referendado em 23 de Fevereiro de 2005.

O Primeiro-Ministro, Pedro Miguel de Santana Lopes.

ASSEMBLEIA DA REPÚBLICA

Resolução da Assembleia da República n.o 9/2005

Aprova a Convenção sobre o Direito Relativo à Utilização dos Cursos
de Água Internacionais para Fins Diversos dos de Navegação,
adoptada pela Assembleia Geral das Nações Unidas em 21
de Maio de 1997.

A Assembleia da República resolve, nos termos da
alínea i) do artigo 161.o e do n.o 5 do artigo 166.o da
Constituição, aprovar a Convenção sobre o Direito Rela-
tivo à Utilização dos Cursos de Água Internacionais
para Fins Diversos dos de Navegação, adoptada pela
Assembleia Geral das Nações Unidas em 21 de Maio
de 1997, cujo texto, na versão autenticada em língua
inglesa e respectiva tradução em língua portuguesa, se
publica em anexo.

Aprovada em 9 de Dezembro de 2004.

O Presidente da Assembleia da República, João
Bosco Mota Amaral.

CONVENTION ON THE LAW OF THE NON-NAVIGATIONAL USES
OF INTERNATIONAL WATERCOURSES, 1997

The Parties to the present Convention:

Conscious of the importance of international water-
courses and the non-navigational uses thereof
in many regions of the world;

Having in mind article 13, paragraph 1 (a), of the
Charter of the United Nations, which provides
that the General Assembly shall initiate studies
and make recommendations for the purpose of
encouraging the progressive development of
international law and its codification;

Considering that successful codification and pro-
gressive development of rules of international
law regarding non-navigational uses of interna-
tional watercourses would assist in promoting
and implementing the purposes and principles
set forth in articles 1 and 2 of the Charter of
the United Nations;

Taking into account the problems affecting many
international watercourses resulting from,
among other things, increasing demands and
pollution;

Expressing the conviction that a framework con-
vention will ensure the utilization, development,
conservation, management and protection of
international watercourses and the promotion of
the optimal and sustainable utilization thereof
for present and future generations;

Affirming the importance of international coop-
eration and good-neighbourliness in this field;

Aware of the special situation and needs of devel-
oping countries, recalling the principles and rec-
ommendations adopted by the United Nations
Conferente on Environment and Development
of 1992 in the Rio Declaration and Agenda 21;

Recalling also the existing bilateral and multilateral
agreements regarding the non-navigational uses
of international watercourses;

Mindful of the valuable contribution of interna-
tional organizations, both governmental and
non-governmental, to the codification and pro-
gressive development of international law in this
field;

Appreciative of the work carried out by the Inter-
national Law Commission on the law of the no-
navigational uses of international watercourses;

Bearing in mind United Nations General Assembly
resolution 49/52 of 9 December 1994;

have agreed as follows:

PART I

Introduction

Article 1

Scope of the present Convention

1 — The present Convention applies to uses of inter-
national watercourses and of their waters for purposes
other than navigation and to measures of protection,
preservation and management related to the uses of
those watercourses and their waters.

2 — The uses of international watercourses for nav-
igation is not within the scope of the present Convention
except insofar as other uses affect navigation or are
affected by navigation.

Article 2

Use of terms

For the purposes of the present Convention:

a) «Watercourse» means a system of surface waters
and ground waters constituting by virtue of their


